
Research-Intensive Judging Criteria 

 

Category Description Questions to Ask Yourself (not all may apply) 
   
Presentation 
Design 

Clarity, organization, 
references,and creativity. 

• Is my presentation well organized and easy to follow? 
• Did I include relevant images, charts, and/or graphics or other visual 

elements? 
• If I am presenting any visuals, are they legible? For text, are the 

fonts too small to read? 
• Is my poster/video aesthetically pleasing? 
• Are my references properly formatted (in-text citations, reference list, 

and image citations)? 
• Do my references represent trustworthy information? 

What You Did What did you research as part of 
your Research-Intensive course?  

• Which specific question, objective, or debate are you investigating? 
• What is the wider context? What general background does your 

audience need to understand the outline of your project? 
• Is the project I’m presenting part of an HIP-Research Intensive 

course?  
How You Did It How did you (or how do you plan 

to) answer your research 
question/objective? 

• Which skills or techniques or theories did I learn in class that I 
applied to the project? Did I clearly explain which skills and 
methodologies I used? 

• Why did you choose to use those skills to answer your research 
question? What is different about your approach that will generate 
new knowledge?  

• Did I specify which data/evidence/research design I did use or would 
use to answer my research question?  

Why You Did It Explain what you learned and 
how it could contribute new 
knowledge/discovery/perspective 

• Do I show how this project connects to bigger scholarly debates in 
my field? 

• Did I discuss the limitations of my research and suggest steps for 
future exploration? 

• What sort of impacts do I anticipate that this research project could 
have? What could change as the result of this sort of research?  

 


