
Service-Learning Judging Criteria 

 

Category Description Questions to Ask Yourself (not all may apply) 
   
Presentation 
Design 

Clarity, organization, references, 
impact, intellectual stimulation, 
interest, and creativity. 

• Does my poster look professional? 
• Is it well-organized and easy to follow? 
• Have I used too many words or fonts that are too small? 
• Is my poster aesthetically pleasing? 
• Did I include images, charts, and/or graphics? 
• Are my references properly formatted (in-text citations, reference list, and 

cited images)? 
• Do my references represent a wide range of quality and trusted information? 
• If it is a group project, is it obvious that everyone contributed? 

Learning 
Connection 

The degree to which the project 
is clearly integrated into the 
course or advances the course 
objectives. 

• How were the objectives from my syllabus connected to my project? 
• Did I state this clearly on my poster/video? 
• Is my video two to three minutes length? 
• Does my video does not exceed 2-3 min? 
• How did my project relate to my course? 
• What concepts from class discussions or readings apply to the issues 

addressed by my project? 
Impact Value of the project to an agency 

or the larger community; 
discoveries, observations, 
improvements, and connections 
to professional or civic goals. 

• Why was this project important? 
• How well did I explain my impact? 
• What did I improve, explore, discover, observe, or change? 
• If applicable, did I include the number of people, animals, trees, etc. 

impacted by my project? 
• Why did the community want this project to be completed? 
• What capacity or benefit did it help build? 
• What past experiences did I connect to ongoing professional and civic 

goals? 
What I Learned 
(Reflection) 

Clearly explain what was learned 
and how that learning will inform 
future relationships in the 
community. Reflection connects 
your HIP experience with 
coursework and transforms 
experiences into learning. 

• Did I include an example or explanation of my/our self-reflections? 
• How will I incorporate the feedback I received through this project? 
• Did my ethical reasoning strengthen? 
• Am I more competent in a specific skill? 
• Did I gain intercultural skills or aptitudes? 
• What did I learn from teamwork or problem-solving? 
• How did my involvement in the project foster my sense of civic 

responsibility? 
• Am I a better citizen because of this project? If so, how? 



 


