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Some things to
think about

What subjects am
I interested in?

How much time
can I dedicate to
undergraduate
research?

What kind of
research do I need
for my post-
graduation goals?

THERE ARE OPPORTUNITIES FOR
RESEARCH IN EVERY FIELD!



FIND A FACULTY MEMBER

Most departments
should have a

"Research" tab or a
"Faculty Listing" tab 

Find a professor who does research in a field you are interested in

(Using Department Websites)

STEP 1: STEP 1: 



RESEARCH A FACULTY MEMBER

Once you have found a professor you are interested in, look through a
few of their publications!

Tips
Don't pay for an
article! Find free
versions through
UCF Library

Read the abstract

Skim through the
rest of the article.
Don't read the
entire thing!

STEP 2: STEP 2: 



The 3 Is

EMAIL THE FACULTY MEMBER

Once you find a faculty member you wish to reach out to,
Send them an email!

Craft a brief email that will catch their attention

Professor Knight

Undergraduate Research

Intro

Interest

Inquiry

Talk about who you are! Your name,
major, expected graduation date,
post grad goals, and relevant
experiences are all good things to
include in the Intro

Explain how this field of research is
important/interesting for you!
Mention an article that you've read
from the professor and how you
found it interesting

Ask to meet with the faculty
member! Offer your availability and
ask for theirs

Make sure to attach your
academic resume!

STEP 3: STEP 3: 



WAIT

It can take time for a professor to get back to you

BE PATIENT!

Things to do in the meantime

Look for back-up professors

Schedule an appointment with an OUR peer mentor

Prepare yourself for a possible interview

If you do not hear
back from the

professor after 1
week, send a short,

kindly-worded follow-
up email

STEP 4: STEP 4: 



DON'T GIVE UP!

It often takes most students several tries to be
accepted into a research group!

Don't be discouraged!

Keep reaching out to professors! Don't
give up if you get a rejection

Reach out to an OUR peer mentor to
reevaluate your email and learn how to

stand out more to faculty members

STEP 5: STEP 5: 



REACH OUT IF YOU NEED HELP

The Office of Undergraduate Research is here to help
you!

OUR provides many
resources!

Peer Mentoring
Workshops
Courses
More!

STEP 6: STEP 6: 

our.ucf.edu

our@ucf.edu

CSEL, 2nd Floor



GOODGOOD
LUCK!LUCK!

You can do it!

We are open for appointments
-Office of Undergraduate Research


